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	RISK ASSESSMENT FORM
Field / location work

Please read guidance notes before completion of this form

	
	
	

	
	UCL Department of geography

FRANCE, spain, portugal, morocco, algeria, tunisia, libya, egypt, jordan, syria, turkey, BULGARIA, CROATIA, SWITZERLAND, FRANCE
To cover: MR LEWIS MILLER (MR MARK DEELEY not affiliated to UCL)
	

	
	Consider, in turn, each Hazard (white on black).  If NO Hazard exists tick (NO () and move to next Hazard section.

If a Hazard does exist tick (YES () and assess the Risks that could arise from that Hazard in the Risk Assessment box.

Where Risks are identified that are not adequately controlled they must be brought to the attention of your Departmental Management who should put temporary control measures in place or stop the work.  Detail such risks in the final section.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	ENVIRONMENT
	The environment always represents a safety Hazard.  Use space below to identify and assess any 
	

	
	
	Risks associated with this Hazard.
	

	
	e.g. location, climate, terrain, neighborhood, in outside organizations, pollution, animals.
	Examples of Risk:  adverse weather, illness, hypothermia, assault, getting lost. Is the risk high/medium/low ?


	

	
	
	TRAVELLING BY MOTORCYCLE ON AND OFF ROAD IN ARID AREAS WITH EXTREMELY LOW POPULATION DENSITY, AND WHERE EMERGENCY SERVICE AID CANNOT BE GUARANTEED.  TRAVELLING IN AREAS OF POLITICAL INSTABILITY (ALGERIA). TRAVELLING INDEPENDENTLY BY MOTORCYCLE IN AREAS WITH NO MECHANICAL SUPPORT, AND WITH NO REPATRIATION ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE UK. TRAVELLING IN VERY HIGH TEMPERATURES OVER INHOSPITABLE AND VARIABLE TERRAIN.  RISKS TO HEALTH VIA ACCIDENT, ILLNESS AND ASSAULT. GENERALLY HIGH RISK ACTIVITIES.


	

	
	CONTROL MEASURES
	From the list below, please indicate which procedures are in place to control the identified risk 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	X
	work abroad incorporates Foreign Office advice
	

	
	X
	participants have been trained and given all necessary information (ONGOING)
	

	
	
	only accredited centres are used for rural field work
	

	
	X
	only those wearing appropriate clothing and footwear for the specified environment will be allowed to participate
	

	
	
	trained leaders accompany the trip
	

	
	X
	refuge is available
	

	
	
	work in outside organisations is subject to their having satisfactory H&S procedures in place
	

	
	X
	other control measures: please specify any other control measures you have implemented:
	

	
	
	PARTICIPANTS ARE EXPERIENCED IN OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLING, AND WILL ENDEAVOR TO GAIN TRAINING IN SEVERAL SPECIFIC AREAS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE.  AREAS OF SPECIAL INTEREST INCLUDE “FIELD MOTORCYCLE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE” AND “EMERGENCY FIELD MEDECINE.”  BOTH MEMBERS OF THE EXPEDITION WILL CARRY FULL EMERGENCY MEDICAL PROVISIONS (INCLUDING STERILE EQUIPMENT AND NEEDLES) AND WILL UNDERTAKE AN EXTENSIVE SERIES OF TRAVEL VACCINATIONS AND SAFEGUARDS BEFORE LEAVING THE UK.  

MEASURES WILL BE TAKEN TO AVOID SITUATIONS OF OBVIOUS DANGER, SUCH AS RIDING AT NIGHT OR ON BUSY HIGHWAYS.  BOTH MOTORCYCLES WILL BE FULLY EQUIPPED FOR TRANS-AFRICAN OFF-ROAD TRAVEL.  BOTH MOTORCYCLES ARE EQUIPPED WITH CALIBRATED GPS INSTRUMENTS, EACH PROGRAMMED WITH DUPLICATE WAYPOINTS FOR NAVIGATION.  EACH BIKE WILL ALSO CARRY MOBILE TELEPHONE, MAPS, A COMPASS, AND 2-WAY RADIO EQUIPMENT.

APPROPRIATE PROTECTIVE CLOTHING WILL BE USED BY ALL PARTICIPANTS AT ALL TIMES (COMPRISING BODY ARMOUR, HIGH-STRENGTH TEXTILE GARMENTS, BOOTS, GLOVES, AND EC-APPROVED HELMETS.) PROTECTION FROM THE SUN IS ALSO CONSIDERED AND PROTECTIVE EYE WEAR WILL BE USED AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE (GOGGLES AND GLASSES).  PARTICIPANTS WILL BE TRAINED IN PROCEDURES FOR OUTDOOR SURVIVAL, WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON DESERT-BASED TECHNIQUES.  REFUGE WILL BE CARRIED (TENTS AND SHELTERS) AND 50% SAFETY MARGINS ARE IMPOSED ON FUEL AND WATER SUPPLIES.  APPROXIMATELY 40L OF FUEL AND 20L OF WATER WILL BE AVAILABLE TO EACH PARTICIPANT AT ALL TIMES, ENABLING SEVERAL DAYS AND ~600 MILES OF UNASSISTED TRAVEL. 
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	equipment
	Is equipment used?
	NO
	
	Move to next Hazard
	

	
	
	
	YES
	X
	Use space below to identify and assess any Risks
	

	
	e.g. clothing, outboard
	Examples of Risk:  inappropriate, failure, insufficient training to use or repair, injury.  Is the risk high /
	

	
	motors.
	medium / low ?
	

	
	CLOTHING

OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLE

LUGGAGE

ELECTRONICS

SAFETY EQUIPMENT

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT


	ALL CLOTHING WILL BE EXHAUSTIVELY TESTED.  SAFETY ITEMS (SUCH AS BOOTS, GLOVES, AND HELMETS) WILL BE REGULARLY CLEANED AND INSPECTED THROUGHOUT THE FIELDWORK.  THE MOTORCYCLES AND LUGGAGE SYSTEMS USED HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED OVER A PERIOD OF 9 MNTHS – 1 YEAR AND HAVE BEEN TESTED WITH A VARIETY OF LOADS AND CONSUMABLES (SUCH AS TYRES).  SPARE PARTS AND TOOLS WILL BE CARRIED, AND RECOMMENDED REGULAR MAINTENANCE SCHEDULES (OIL CHANGE / TRANSMISSION MAINTENANCE) WILL BE ADHERED TO AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE.  ELECTRONIC AND SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT WILL BE VIBRATION-PROOFED AND WILL BE STORED IN CLEAN DRY CONTAINERS, MOUNTED IN THE RECOMMENDED WAY.  ALL PERSONS WILL BE TRAINED IN THEIR USE.


	

	
	CONTROL MEASURES
	From the list below, please indicate which procedures are in place to control the identified risk 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	the departmental written Arrangement for equipment is followed 
	

	
	X
	participants have been provided with any necessary equipment appropriate for the work
	

	
	X
	all equipment has been inspected, before issue, by a competent person
	

	
	X
	all users have been advised of correct use
	

	
	X
	special equipment is only issued to persons trained in its use by a competent person
	

	
	X
	other control measures: please specify any other control measures you have implemented:
	

	
	
	INDIVIDUALS WITH EXPERIENCE TRAVELLING IN THE REGION WILL ADVISE RE: ROUTES AND EQUIPMENT.  RIDERS WILL ALSO LIASE WITH ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY (EXPEDITION PLANNING SECTION) AND RIDERS FOR HEALTH, A CHARITY WORKING IN AFRICA TO SUPPLY HEALTHCARE WORKERS WITH APPROPRIATE TRANSPORT (www.riders.org).  A LONG “SHAKEDOWN” TRIP TO TURIN (ITALY) WILL BE UNDERTAKEN TO TEST EQUIPMENT.


	

	
	
	
	

	
	lone working
	Will lone working be 
	NO
	X
	Move to next Hazard
	

	
	
	involved?
	YES
	
	Use space below to identify and assess any Risks
	

	
	e.g. alone or in isolation
	Examples of Risk:  difficult to summon help.  Is the risk high / medium / low ?
	

	
	lone interviews.
	
	

	
	
	AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE, TWO EXPEDITION MEMBERS WILL ALWAYS WORK TOGETHER.  WHENEVER SEPERATION IS UNAVOIDABLE (ACCIDENTAL LOSS OF VISUAL CONTACT FOR EXAMPLE) 2-WAY RADIOS WILL BE USED TO RE-ESTABLISH CONTACT.  THE RADIOS CAN ALSO BE USED FOR SPEEDY NAVIGATION OF TOWNS, PORTS AND BORDER CONTROLS.
	

	
	CONTROL MEASURES
	From the list below, please indicate which procedures are in place to control the identified risk 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	the departmental written Arrangement for lone/out of hours working for field work is followed
	

	
	X
	lone or isolated working is not allowed (WHENEVER POSSIBLE)
	

	
	X
	location, route and expected time of return of lone workers is logged daily before work commences
	

	
	X
	all workers have the means of raising an alarm in the event of an emergency, e.g. phone, flare, whistle, 2-WAY RADIO
	

	
	X
	all workers are fully familiar with emergency procedures
	

	
	
	other control measures: please specify any other control measures you have implemented:
	

	
	
	THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DAILY TARGET DESTINATIONS SHOULD ENSURE THAT, EVEN IF THE 2-WAY RADIO CONTINGENCY FAILS, THE PARTY MEMBERS SHOULD NEVER BE PERMANENTLY SEPERATED.  BOTH PARTIES WILL ALSO CARRY INTERNATIONALLY CAPABLE MOBILE TELEPHONES.
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	ill health
	The possibility of ill health always represents a safety Hazard.  Use space below to identify and assess any Risks associated with this Hazard.
	

	
	e.g. accident, illness,

personal attack, special personal considerations or vulnerabilities.
	Examples of Risk: injury, asthma, allergies.  Is the risk high / medium / low ?


	

	
	
	MODERATE RISK OF TRAUMA INJURY THROUGH MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT, MEDIATED THROUGH BEHAVIOURAL ADJUSTMENTS AND TRAINING.  THE AVOIDANCE OF NIGHT RIDING AND MAJOR ARTERIAL ROUTES (ESPECIALLY IN AFRICAN NATIONS) REDUCES ACCIDENT RISK SIGNIFICANTLY.  ALL FOOD AND WATER WILL BE TREATED AND CARRIED INDEPENDENTLY, MINIMISING INFECTION RISK.  APPROPRIATE MEDICAL SUPPLIES WILL BE CARRIED (FOLLOWING PROFESSIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS) AND MINOR INJURIES WILL BE TREATED IN THE FIELD.  RIDERS WILL EACH POSSESS EXTENSIVE MEDICAL INSURANCE COVER FOR REPATRIATION, IF NECESSARY.  GOVERNMENT AND NGO ADVICE HAS BEEN SOUGHT AND WILL BE FOLLOWED RE: RISK OF ASSAULT, AND GOVERNMENTAL AID (IN THE FORM OF CONVOY ESCORT) IS AVAILABLE IN SEVERAL REGIONS (LIBYA AND ALGERIA).  FULL PROGRAMMES OF IMMUNISATION WILL BE UNDERTAKEN PRIOR TO DEPARTURE.  

 
	

	
	CONTROL MEASURES
	From the list below, please indicate which procedures are in place to control the identified risk 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	X
	an appropriate number of trained first-aiders and first aid kits are present on the field trip 
	

	
	X
	all participants have had the necessary immunisations/ carry appropriate prophylactics
	

	
	X
	participants have been advised of the physical demands of the trip and are deemed to be physically suited
	

	
	X
	participants have been adequate advice on harmful plants, animals and substances they may encounter
	

	
	X
	participants who require medication have advised the leader of this and carry sufficient medication for their needs
	

	
	
	other control measures: please specify any other control measures you have implemented: 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Dealing with the 
	Will people be dealing 
	NO
	
	Move to next Hazard
	

	
	public
	with the public?
	YES
	X
	Use space below to identify and assess any Risks
	

	
	e.g. interviews, observing
	Examples of Risk:  personal attack, causing offence, being misinterpreted. Is the risk high / medium / low ?
	

	
	
	INTERACTION WITH THE PUBLIC IS AN AIM OF THE EXPEDITION.  MOTORCYCLES PROVIDE A VALUABLE PLATFORM FOR MEETING PEOPLE, FREE FROM THE CONSTRAINTS OF, FOR EXAMPLE 4X4 VEHICLES.  BOTH MEMBERS OF THE PARTY SPEAK GOOD / EXCELLENT FRENCH (VITAL IN NORTH AFRICA) AND SOME KNOWLEDGE OF SPANISH AND ARABIC WILL ALSO PROVE USEFUL.  PERSONAL ATTACK RISK IS LOW, AND A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF CULTURAL DIFFERENCES PRECLUDES CAUSING OFFENCE.  TRANSLATIONS OF MAJOR DOCUMENTS (PASSPORTS, DRIVING LICENCES, MEDICAL KIT DOCUMENTATION) WILL BE CARRIED TO AVOID POSSIBLE BORDER CONTROL ISSUES.  TOTAL COMPLIANCE TO THE NATIONAL ETHICAL CODE WILL BE PRACTISED WITH REGARD TO DRESS, ALCOHOL, etc.

 
	

	
	CONTROL MEASURES
	From the list below, please indicate which procedures are in place to control the identified risk 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	all participants are trained in interviewing techniques
	

	
	X
	advice and support from local groups has been sought 
	

	
	X
	participants do not wear clothes that might cause offence or attract unwanted attention
	
	
	

	
	
	interviews are conducted at neutral locations or where neither party could be at risk
	

	
	
	other control measures: please specify any other control measures you have implemented:
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	working on or
	Will people be working on 
	NO
	X
	Move to next Hazard
	

	
	near water
	or near water?
	YES
	
	Use space below to identify and assess any Risks
	

	
	e.g. rivers, marshland, sea.
	Examples of Risk:  drowning, malaria, hepatitis A, parasites.  Is the risk high / medium / low ?


	

	
	
	
	

	
	CONTROL MEASURES
	From the list below, please indicate which procedures are in place to control the identified risk 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	all participants are competent swimmers
	

	
	
	participants always wear adequate protective equipment, e.g. buoyancy aids, wellingtons
	

	
	
	coastguard information is consulted and work only takes place outside those times when tides could prove a threat
	

	
	
	all boats are suitably equipped, e.g. with oars
	

	
	
	other control measures: please specify any other control measures you have implemented:
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	manual handling
	Do MH activities take 
	NO
	
	Move to next Hazard
	

	
	(mh)
	place?
	YES
	X
	Use space below to identify and assess any Risks
	

	
	e.g. lifting, carrying, moving large or heavy equipment, physical unsuitability for the task.
	Examples of Risk: strain, cuts, broken bones.  Is the risk high / medium / low ?


	

	
	
	OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLING IS, BY ITS NATURE, EXREMELY ARDUOUS.  BOTH RIDERS ARE EXPERIENCED AND WILL BE IN SUITABLE PHYSICAL CONDITION.  A PERIOD OF ACCLIMATISATION WILL BE INCORPORATED INTO THE ROUTE THROUGH FRANCE, SPAIN AND MOROCCO, TO LESSEN THE RISK OF HEAT EXHAUSTION IN DESERT REGIONS.  CERTAIN OTHER ACTIVITIES (SUCH AS SOME ASPECTS OF BIKE MAINTENANCE) ALSO INCUR SLIGHT RISK OF PHYSICAL INJURY.  THIS WILL BE MINIMISED BY RIGROUSLY FOLLOWING CORRECT PROCEDURE (AS ADVISED).


	

	
	CONTROL MEASURES
	From the list below, please indicate which procedures are in place to control the identified risk 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	the departmental written Arrangement for MH is followed 
	

	
	X
	all tasks are within reasonable limits, persons physically unsuited to the MH task are prohibited from such activities
	

	
	X
	all persons performing MH tasks are adequately trained
	

	
	
	equipment components will be assembled on site
	

	
	
	any MH task outside the competence of staff will be done by contractors
	

	
	
	other control measures: please specify any other control measures you have implemented:
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	Substances
	Will work with substances 
	NO
	
	Move to next Hazard
	

	
	
	be involved?
	YES
	X
	Use space below to identify and assess any Risks
	

	
	e.g. broken glass, plants, chemical, biohazard, waste.
	Examples of Risk: ill health - poisoning, infection, illness, burns, cuts. Is the risk high / medium / low ?


	

	
	
	PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION MAY BE CARRIED DEPENDING ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF EXPERIENCED MEDICAL PERSONNEL (e.g. MORPHINE-BASED PAINKILLERS).  THE MEDICATION CANNOT BE LEGALLY USED INSIDE THE EC, BUT WILL BE AUTHORISED FOR USE ELSEWHERE BY THOSE INDIVIDUALS IN RECEIPT OF ADEQUATE TRAINING.


	

	
	CONTROL MEASURES
	From the list below, please indicate which procedures are in place to control the identified risk 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	the departmental written Arrangements for dealing with hazardous substances and waste are followed
	

	
	X
	all participants are given adequate information, training and protective equipment for hazardous substances they may encounter
	

	
	X
	participants who have allergies have advised the leader of this and carry sufficient medication for their needs
	

	
	X
	waste is disposed of in a responsible manner
	

	
	
	suitable containers are provided for hazardous waste
	

	
	
	other control measures: please specify any other control measures you have implemented:
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	OTHER HAZARDS
	Have you identified any
	NO
	X
	Move to next section
	

	
	
	other Hazards?
	YES
	
	Use space below to identify and assess any Risks
	

	
	i.e. any other hazards that you identify must be noted here and assessed in the risk assessment space provided.
	Hazard:

Risk:

Is the risk high / medium / low ?


	

	
	
	
	

	
	CONTROL MEASURES
	Give details of control measures you have put in place to control the identified risks
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Have you identified any risks that are not adequately controlled?
	NO
	X
	Move to Declaration
	

	
	
	YES
	
	Use space below to identify the Risk and
	

	
	
	
	
	what action was taken
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Declaration

I the undersigned have assessed the activity and the associated risks and (delete as applicable) declare that there is no significant risk/the risk will be controlled by the method(s) listed above.  Those participating in the work have read the assessment.  The work will be reassessed whenever there is significant change and at least annually.

NAME OF SUPERVISOR – PROF. RAY HARRIS

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISOR
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